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STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


HISTORY. 

The  Louisiana  State  Normal  School  was  founded  l)y  an  act 
of  the  General  AsscniliK-  appro\c(l  July  7,  1884.  Under  the 
provisions  of  that  act  the  State  Board  of  Education  selected  the 
tow  11  (if  Natchitoches  as  the  domicile  of  the  school,  and  ap- 
]:)oint<  d  as  its  ijoard  of  Administrators  the  following  residents 
of  the  place:  David  Pierson,  E.  E.  Buckner,  L.  Caspari,  T,  ; 
P.  Chaplin,  H.  B.  Walmsley.  I 

The  Board  organized  with  Judge  David  Pierson  as  Presi- 
dent ;  and  on  December  39,  1884,  elected  Dr.  Edward  E.  Sheib, 
of  l^altimore,  President  of  the  Faculty. 

The  school  began  its  first  session  in  November,  1885  ;  and 
Dr.  Sheib  continued  in  charge  until  May,  1888. 

By  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  approved  June  30,  1888, 
it  was  enacted,  "  That  the  Board  of  Administrators  of  the  State 
Normal  School  shall  consist  of  si.\  coni])ctent  white  citizens, 
who  shall  be  selected  and  appointed  hv  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, one  from  each  of  the  lii'si  li\e  circuits  of  the  Courts  of 
Appeals,  and  one  from  the  citv  of.  Natchitoches." 

The  present  Board  of  Administrators,  appointed  under  this 
act,  met  at  Natchitoches  July  3,  1888,  and  organized  with  Hon.  i 
W.  H.  Wise,  of  Shreveport,  as  President. 

The  position  of  President  of  the  Facidty  was  tendered  to 
Thomas  D.  Boyd,  Professor  of  History  and  English  Literature 
in  the  Louisiana  State  University  and  A.  and  M.  College,  who 
promptly  accepted  the  ofHce  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
its  duties.  | 
OBJECT. 

The  State  Normal  School  has  for  its  object  to  train  efficient 
teachers  for  the  public  schools  of  the  State  of  Louisiana.  It 
proposes  to  accomplish  this  end  : 

I.  By  giving  those  students  who  take  the  full  three  years  j 
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course,  an  accurate  knowledge  of  all  the  branches  taught  in  the 
[   public  schools. 

'<  2.  By  givine  them  an  insight  into  the  laws  of  mental  de- 

velopment, the  history  and  philosophy  of  education,  and  the 
science  and  art  of  school  teaching  and  school  management. 

3.  By  instructing  them  in  the  best  mefhodsof  teaching  the 
common  school  branches,  and  requiring  them  to  put  those 
methods  in  practice  by  (?c//crt/ zfcrtc/i/w^'"  in  the  Practice  School. 

4.  By  seeking  to  develop  in  them  a  high  order  of  character, 
independence,  self-control,  love  of  learning,  faithfulness  to  dut\ , 
and  zeal  for  teaching. 

The  course  of  study  will  be  changed  and  amplified  to  suit 
the  varying  needs'^of  a  growing  public  school  system,  more 
time  and  attention  being  devoted  to  purely  professional  training. 

LOCATION. 

The  State  Normal  School  is  located  in  the  southern  suburbs 
of  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  about  a  half  mile  from  the  center 
I  of  the  town.  Its  large  and  comm.odious  buildings,  formerly 
occupied  as  a  convent  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  stai.d 
upon  a  hill  overlooking  the  Cane  River  Valley,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  fertile  tracts  of  country  in  the  South.  The  grounds 
contain  about  twenty  acies  under  fence,  and  about  eighty  acres 
of  open  woodland.  The  large  campus,  studded  with  shqde 
trees,  affords  every  opportunity  for  outdoor  recreation. 

For  beauty  and  heathfulness,  the  site  can  not  be  excelled 
in  the  South,  and  nowhere  could  a  spot  be  found  where  the 
student  would  be  less  surrounded  by  inliuenccs  lending  to  pro- 
duce distraction  from  study. 

ACCESSIBILITY. 

The  Natchitoches  Tap  Railroad  connects  the  town  with 
the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railway  at  Cypress,  twelve  miles  from 
Natchitoches.  The  trains  make  close  connection  with  all  trains 
on  the  main  line,  and  the  depot  is  within  three  hundred  yards 
of  the  Normal  School.  Persons  coming  by  boat  stop  at  Grand 
Ecore,  on  Red  River,  four  miles  from  Natchitoches. 


6 


Lottisiaiia  State  Normal  School. 


COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  scliool  contains  two  departments:  the  Normal  Depart- 
ment, in  which  theoretical  iiistrnction  is  oriven  in  the  science 
and  the  art  of  teaching;  and  the  Practice  School,  in  which  the 
best  methods  of  teaching  are  practically  exemplified,  and  in 
which  the  Normal  students  are  required  to  put  in  practice,  hy 
actual  teaching,  the  knowledge  acquired  in  the  Normal  classes. 

The  course  of  stud)^  covers  a  period  of  three  years,  and  em- 
braces the  following  subjects: 

First  Year  ("A")  Class — Arithmetic,  English  Grammar 
and  Composition,  Geography,  History  of  the  United  States, 
Physiology  and  Hygiene,  Civil  Government,  Penmanship. 

Second  Year  (  Junior)  Class — Tligher  Arithmetic,  Algebra, 
Rhetoric,  and  English  Literature,  Zoology,  and  Botany, 
Psychology,  General  History,  History  of  Education. 

Third  Year  (Senior)  Class  — Geometry,  Chemistry  and 
Physics,  English  Plistory  and  Literature,  Psychology,  Ethics, 
General  Peclagog\-,  School  Management,  Methods  of  Teaching 
the  pri?iiary  blanches,  and  Practice  Teaching  in  the  practice 
school. 

Elocution,  Drawing,  Vocal  Music  and  Calisthenics  are 
taught,  for  a  limited  time  each  week,  during  the  entire  three 
years  of  the  course. 

This  course  of  study  is  designed  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  law  by  giving  the  student  a  thorough  course  of  profes- 
sional training  in  the  science  and  the  art  of  teaching,  and  by  af- 
fording him  an  opportunity  to  acquire  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  all  the  branches  required  for  a  first  grade  teacher's  certificate. 

New  Normal  classes  are  organized  at  the  beginning  of 
each  term  of  four  months  ;  so  that  students  who  find  it  incon- 
venient to  remain  at  the  school  continuously  until  graduation, 
may  attend  during  eithei- term  of  several  successive  sessions  until 
they  complete  the  course  of  study. 
I  This  division  of  the  Normal  classes  into  two  sections  each 

j  was  put  in  operation  February  3,  1S90.  Many  letters  had  been 
I  received  from  teachers  who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the* 
I   oj^portunity  for  professional  training  offered  by  the  Normal 
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School,  but  could  not  afford  to  stop  teaching  long  enough  to 
attend  during  the  full  session  of  eighl  months.  This  change 
will  enable  such  students  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  for  four 
months  and  attend  the  Normal  during  the  other  four  months  of 
our  session. 

Instrumental  Music  is  taught  as  an  extra  study  at  a  charge 
of  four  dollars  per  month. 

Students  who  wish  to  study  Book-keeping,  Latin,  or 
French,  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  do  so  at  a  charge  of 
two  dollars  per  month  for  each  bran.:h,  provided  such  extra 
studies  do  not  interfere  with  their  regular  work. 

In  the  Practice  School,  consisting  of  four  primary  grades,  the 
usual  branches  of  such  grades,  including  Drawing,  Vocal  Music, 
and  Calisthenics,  are  taught  by  the  most  approved  modern 
methods. 

These  grades  are  in  charge  of  trained  Normal  graduates, 
and  form  as  indispensable  an  adjunct  to  a  Normal  School  as  is 
the  workshop  to  a  school  of  practical  mechanics,  or  the  hospital 
to  a  medical  college. 

For  an  hour  each  day,  the  members  of  the  senior  normal 
class,  divided  into  groups,  are  required  to  give  lessons  to  those 
grades.  This  work  is  not  mere  experiment  nor  observation, 
but  bona  fide  teaching  under  the  direction  of  trained  specialists. 
The  work  is  reduced  to  a  system,  each  student-teacher  being 
required  to  prepare  the  lesson  beforehand  in  all  its  details, 
according  to  a  plan  devised  by  "the  training  teacher.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  practice  hour,  the  members  of  tlie  senior  class 
again  assemble  in  their  own  class-room,  when  their  work  is  sub- 
jected to  the  criticism  of  their  class-mates  and  of  the  training 
teacher,  who  point  out  all  errors  l)Oth  in  government  and  in 
instruction.  No  young  teacher  could  go  through  this  daily 
expei'ience  for  months  without  acquiring  much  of  that  presence 
of  mind,  that  self-control,  that  fertility  of  resources,  that  ready 
knowledge  of  methods  and  de\  .  <,  which  give  the  surest  guar- 
antee of  success,  not  only  in  the  school  room,  but  in  any  other 
field  of  human  endeavor. 

ie®°The  classes  intermediate  between  the  "A"  class  and 
the  Primary  Practice  School,  which  in  reality  constituted  a 
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preparatory  department  for  the  Normal  School,  have  been 
abolished.  They  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a  free  graded  Gram- 
mar School,  which  the  School  Board  of  Natchitoches  parish 
has  established  in  the  town.  This  school  will  be  opened  on 
first  Monday  in  October,  and  will  be  conducted  by  Normal 
methods  under  the  supervision  of  the  Normal  faculty. 

GRADUATION. 

Upon  successfully  completing  the  course  of  study,  the  student 
is  awarded  a  diploma  which  entitles  the  holder  to  a  first  grade 
teacher's  certificate  for  four  years,  without  examination,  in  any 
parish  of  Louisiana.  Graduates  of  accredited  iiigh  schools  and 
colleges,  and  others  of  equal  attainments,  may  be  admitted  to 
the  Senior  class,  to  complete  the  course  in  one  session. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 

The  Normal  School  is  open  to  both  sexes. 

Applicants  for  admission  to  the  Normal  department  must  be 
at  least  sixteen  years  of  age  ;  must  present  on  the  day  of  exam- 
ination a  satisfactory  certificate  of  good  moral  character;  must 
declare  their  intention  of  faithfully  observing  the  regulations  of 
the  school,  and  of  continuing  therein  until  graduation,  unless 
sooner  discharged  ;  must  certify  in  writing  their  full  intention  to 
teach  in  the  public  schools  of»Louisiana  for  one  year  after  grad- 
uation ;  and  must  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  Reading, 
Writing,  Spelling,  English  Grammar,  Arithmetic,  Geography, 
and  History  of  the  United  States,  unless  exempt  from  such  ex- 
amination by  virtue  of  an  adequate  diploma  or  teacher's  cer- 
tificate. 

JSS^Applicants  possessing  the  requisite  qualifications,  as 
shown  by  examination,  or  by  a  valid  certificate  or  diploma,  will 
be  admitted  to  any  one  of  the  three  classes.  To  enter  the  "A" 
class,  the  applicant  should  be  a  good  reader  and  speller,  should 
be  proficient  in  ^Vrithmetic  through  Percentage,  and  should  have 
such  a  knowledge  of  Geography,  English  Composition  and 
Grammar,  and  the  History  of  the  United  States,  as  will  enable 
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him  to  gain  a  thorough  mastery  of  all  these  subjects  in  one  ses- 
sion, besides  doing  the  other  work  of  the  "A"  class. 

SESSIONS. 

j  The  sixth  annual  session  will  begin  on  the  first  of  October, 

and  continue  eight  months.    The  session  is  divided  into  two 
terms,  the  second  beginning  on  the  first  Monday  in  February. 
Students  will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session, 
•   but  are  advised  to  enter  at  the  beginning  of  a  term. 

Examinations  for  admission  and  classification  will  be  held 
:   on  Wednesday,  October  i. 

There  are  five  daily  sessions  each  week,  from  9  a.  m.  to 
2  :  30  p.  M.  On  Saturdas  s,  ti(jm  9  a.  m.  to  12  M.,  the  students 
of  the  Normal  Department  will  have  general  exercises  in  Spell- 
ing. ]{llocutii)n,  Rhetoric,  and  Literature,  and  occasional  written 
examinations. 
I  EXPENSES. 

Tuition  is  free  for  all  branches  taught  in  the  Practice  School 
and  the  Normal  Department.  The  charge  for  extra  studies 
will  he  as  stated  under  the  Course  of  Study  in  this  circular. 

The  necessary  expenses  of  a  student  are  as  follows  :  Board, 
lodging,  fuel,  and  lights,  $10  to  $12.50  per  month;  washing, 
$1.50  per  month;  text-books  and  stationery,  about  $10  per 
session. 

Gentlemen  can  secure  good  board  in  private  families  in 
Natchitoches  at  $12.50  per  month.  Ladies  may  board  eitherin 
the  town  at  the  above  rates,  or  in  the  Normal  Boarding  Club  at 
$10  per  month.  The  selection  of  boarding  places  in  the  town 
is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  Facultv. 

The  Normal  Boarding  Club  consists  ot  the  lady  teachers  and 
lady  students  who  prefer  to  board  in  the  Normal  buildings.  Its 
affairs  are  administered  by  a  matron  employed  by  the  club,  as- 
sisted by  the  lady  teachers  and,  to  some  extent,  by  the  students 
themselves,  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  President 
of  the  Faculty.  A  monthly  assessment  is  levied  upon  the  mem- 
bers sufficient  to  meet  only  the  actual  necessary  expenses,  and 
j   an  increase  in  the  number  of  students  tends  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
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I  board.    The  assessment  for  1890-91  will  be  $10  per  month, 

'  payable  monthly  in  advance. 

j  Club  members  must  furnish  their  own  pillows,  towels, 

j  napkins,  and  bed-clothing  for  double  bed. 

TEXT-BOOKS  AND  STATIONERY.  ^ 

As  the  investigation  of  topics  assigned  by  the  teacher  is  a 
i  prominent  feature  in  the  normal  method  of  teaching,  the  work 
of  the  student  is  not  confined  to  one  set  of  text-books.  Students 
are  advised  to  bring  with  them  the  text-books  they  have  been 
using,  and  such  dictionaries  and  other  works  of  reference  as  , 
they  may  possess.  Such  stationery  and  text-books  as  they  may 
need  will  be  supplied  by  the  Club  at  wholesale  rates. 

i  DISCIPLINE. 

The  discipline  of  the  Normal  School  is  based  upon  self- 
control.  The  fact  that  many  of  the  students  are  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  mature  age  renders  the  preservation  of  good  order 
an  easy  matter.  All  students  are  expected  to  conduct  them-  I 
seKes  with  the  utmost  propriety  at  all  times,  and  those  who  are 
not  disposed  to  submit  willingly  and  cheerfully  to  all  the 
wliolesome  restraints  found  necessary  for  the  good  working 
and  good  reputation  of  the  school,  will  be  requested  to 
leave. 

All  Normal  students  who  leave  the  school  before  gradua- 
tion, without  permission  or  valid  excuse,  will  be  registered  as 
expelled,  and  will  not  be  permitted  to  return. 

,  All  students,  whether  of  the  Normal  or  Practice  Depart-  i 

nient,  who  are  absent  from  the  school  for  one  week,  without  i 
permission  or  valid  excuse,  will  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  and  \ 

I   not  permitted  to  return  during  the  current  term. 

I  Habitual  absence  or  neglect  of  study  may  at  any  time  re- 

\   suit  in  a  request  to  withdraw  the  student.  j 

RELIGIOUS  INFLUENCES. 

The  Normal  is  a  free,  state  school,  and  therefore  unde- 
j   nominational ;  but  every  effort  is  made  to  throw  around  the 
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student  an  atmosphere  of  refined  and  enlightened   Christian  ' 
morality-    Students  are  encouraged  and  urged  to  join  the  Sun-  i 
day  schools  and  attend  the  services  of  the  churches  in  the  town, 
of  which  there  are  four:  Methodist,  Baptist,  Episcopalian,  and 
Roman  Catholic.  i 
MEDALS. 

As  an  incentive  to  study  and  exemplary  conduct,  the  Pea-  ! 
body  Trustees  annually  present  medals  to  several  of  the  most  j 
meritorious  students.  For  1S89-90  the  silver  medal  was 
awarded  to  Miss  Zoe  Garig,  of  Baton  Rouge,  tor  highest 
scholarship  in  the  graduating  class ;  and  bronze  medals  to 
Misses  Julia  Dale,  of  Concordia  ;  Lizzie  Barrett,  of  Rapides  : 
Annie  Brandon,  of  Fort  Adams.  Miss.,  and  Edna  Levy,  of 
Natchitoches,  for  highest  scholarship  in  their  respective  class- 
sections. 

LIBRARY  AND  APPARATUS. 

The  library  of  1,200  volumes  is  fairly  supplied  with  ency-  , 
clopaidias,  standard  literature,  and  works  on  education.  The  | 
reading-room  will  contain  the  leading  magazines,  educational  \ 
journals,  and  newspapers.  Students  have  free  access  to  both.  | 
The  school  is  well  supplied  with  maps,  charts,  etc.  i 
The  Board  of  Administrators  has  recently  made  a  liberal 
appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  apparatus,  books,  and  j 
periodicals. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

As  the  only  State  Normal  School — the  keystone  of  the  arch 
of  public    education    in  Louisiana — this  institution  appeals 
strongly  for  the  sympathy  and  support  of  every  friend  of  educa- 
tion.   Though  young  in  years,  it  has  already  done  much,  through  j 
its  graduates  and  its  institutes,  to  awaken  public  sentiment  to 
the  necessity  of  improving  our  school  system.     It  is  a  wide- 
awake, active,  growing  institution.    Its  attendance  last  session  \ 
was  231,  an  increase  of  50  per  cent  over  the  previous  session,  ' 
while  the  number  of  students  in  the  Normal  classes  was  nearly  | 
doubled.    It  offers  to  the  young  men  and  women  of  Louisiana, 
an  opportunity,  nowhere  else  to  be  found,  of  receiving  free  of 
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,   charge,  thoiough  training  for  the  profession  of  teaching,  and  of 
j   securing  a  diploma  that  will  insure  them  a  competency  for  life, 
j   It  has  a  special  field  of  its  own,  and  is  in  no  sense  a  rival  of  the 
I   many  excellent  high  schools  and  colleges  of  the  vState ;  but 
would  urge  the  graduates  of  those  institutions  to  take  a  course 
i   of  professional  trainnig  under  its  faculty  before  goins;  fortli  to 
teach — as  many  of  them  will.    It  invites  young  men  cspL  ciaih  , 
whether  they  arc  now  engaged  in  teaching  or  not ;  for  the  de- 
j    mand  for  its  male  graduates  in  lucrative  positions  is  far  greater 
than  it  can  supply.     In  thoroughness  of  teaching,  perfection  of 
discipline,  and  enthusiastic  devotion  to  study  on  the  part  of  its 
students,  it  challenges  comparison  with  any  institution  of  learn- 
'   ing  in  this  country. 

8cht)ol  officers  and   all  other  friends  of  education  are  cor- 
I   dially  invited  to  visit  this  school  and  observe  its  workings;  and 
i   by  their  criticisms  and  suggestions  to  help  us  to  make  it  a  more 
and  more   useful  factor  in  developing  an   adequate  system  of 
public  schools  in  our  State. 

For  further  information,  address 
j  THOS.  I).  BOYD, 

I  Pi-csiiienl. 


ma  USE  ONIY 


